
 

Sleep Better, Breathe easier: Tips and Alternatives for Managing Sleep Apnea 

Struggling with Sleep Apnea and CPAP? Here’s How to make it Work for you—Including 
Alternatives! 

If you have heart failure and sleep apnea, treating it is crucial for protecting your heart health. 
While CPAP is the most common treatment, not everyone can tolerate wearing a mask—and 
that’s okay. Let’s explore tips for CPAP compliance and other options to manage your sleep 
apnea effectively. 

 
CPAP Tips: Making the Mask Work for You 
If the CPAP feels uncomfortable, try these strategies: 

1.​ Start Slow 

o​ Practice wearing the mask during the day to adjust gradually. 
o​ Use the machine while awake for short periods before sleeping. 

2.​ Find the Right Mask 

o​ Masks come in different styles: full-face, nasal masks, or nasal pillows. Test 
different options to find what works best for you. 

o​ Prevent leaks by ensuring the mask fits snugly without being too tight. 

3.​ Add Comfort Features 

o​ Use the ramp feature to ease into the air pressure. 
o​ Try a humidifier or heated hose to prevent dryness. 
o​ Consider mask liners to reduce skin irritation. 

4.​ Keep Equipment Clean 

o​ Regular cleaning prevents odors, irritation, and infections. 

5.​ Get Support 

o​ Talk to your provider about discomfort. Adjusting the machine’s pressure or 
trying a different setup can make a big difference. 

 
 
 
 



Other Treatment Options if CPAP Isn’t Tolerable 
If CPAP just isn’t for you, there are alternative treatments to consider. Speak with your sleep 
specialist or healthcare provider to determine the best option for your specific needs: 

1.​ BiPAP (Bilevel Positive Airway Pressure) 
o​ Similar to CPAP, but with different air pressures for inhalation and 
exhalation. Often easier for those who feel CPAP is too forceful. 

2.​ Oral Appliances 
o​ Custom-fitted mouthpieces reposition your jaw or tongue to keep 
your airway open during sleep. Great for mild to moderate sleep apnea. 

3.​ Positional Therapy 
o​ If your sleep apnea is worse when lying on your back, positional 
therapy (like a special pillow or wearable device) can train you to sleep on 
your side. 

4.​ Weight Management 
o​ Losing even a small amount of weight can significantly improve 
sleep apnea for some people. 

5.​ Oxygen Therapy 
o​ Supplemental oxygen may be prescribed, especially for heart 
failure patients, to help improve oxygen levels during sleep. 

6.​ Surgical Options 
o​ Procedures like UPPP (Uvulopalatopharyngoplasty), Inspire® upper 
airway stimulation therapy, or nasal surgeries can help open your airway 
if other treatments fail. 

7.​ Adaptive Servo-Ventilation (ASV) 
o​ This advanced machine adjusts pressure dynamically and can help 
with complex or central sleep apnea, often seen in heart failure patients. 

 
Why Addressing Sleep Apnea Matters 
Ignoring sleep apnea can worsen heart failure, increase blood pressure, and raise the risk of 
life-threatening complications. Whether it’s CPAP, an alternative therapy, or a combination of 
approaches, finding a solution is essential for improving your energy, sleep, and heart health. 

 
Take Action: Talk to a Specialist 
Managing sleep apnea isn’t one-size-fits-all. Your sleep specialist or healthcare provider can 
help tailor your treatment to meet your needs, ensuring your heart and overall health are 
protected. Never hesitate to discuss your challenges—they’re here to help you succeed. 
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